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Mr. President, 

 

First, I would like to take this opportunity to extend to you and the American people our sincere 

congratulations on your historic election and inauguration. This is the most profound development 

towards true racial equality in the United States since the ratification of the Constitution of the 

United States of America. 

 

While the majority of the Chamorro people of Guam enjoy thinking of ourselves as Americans, 

the truth is; we are not recognized by the Constitution as American citizens, nor do we enjoy the 

full scope of rights and protection under the Constitution. On August 1, 1950, Congress approved 

the Guam Organic Act and declared Guam to be an unincorporated territory of the United States 

(48 U.S.C.). This Act changed our political status as U.S. Nationals and granted the Native 

Inhabitants of Guam (Chamorros) statutory, unconstitutional citizenship. This Act, is also a direct 

violation of the obligations of the United States under the Charter of the United Nations, and thus 

a violation of Article Six of the Constitution of the United States of America. 

 

As an unconstitutional subjugated people, we watched your campaign and victory speech with 

great interest. Your promise to right the wrongs and your motto of yes we can has left us with 

something we have not dared to feel for many years, hope. You see Mr. President, throughout the 

history of our relationship with the United States we have been the victims of deceit, theft, 

subjugation, discrimination, abandonment, and slow, subversive, genocide. All under the United 

States policy of Benevolent Assimilation towards my people.   



 

 

 

 

Please allow me the opportunity to explain: 

 

� As a colony of the United States, prior to the Japanese invasion, all military and civilian 

dependents, and all civilian contractors were evacuated from Guam in anticipation of the 

Japanese invasion. The Chamorro people were left to the mercy of the Japanese with just a 

token force of U.S. Navy personnel to surrender the Island; 

� On December 8, 1941 Guam was captured by the Japanese. No words could ever fully 

describe the inhuman atrocities committed by the Japanese upon the Chamorros who had been 

abandoned; 

� The naval and aerial bombardment carpeting Guam for 21 days and nights  by the United 

States preceding the reoccupation of Guam more than two-and-a-half years later killed more 

Chamorros than the Japanese did and caused irreversible ecological destruction;  

� The United States forgave the nation of Japan for the atrocities committed against the 

Chamorro people, without consideration of the Chamorro people or their land; 

� The Non-Self Governing Territory of Guam became a Trust Territory of the United States of 

America under Chapter XI of the Charter of the United Nations; 

� Chapters XII and XIII of the Charter of the United Nations provides for the establishment of 

an International Trusteeship System, the basic objectives of which, among others, are to 

promote the political, economic, social and educational advancement of the inhabitants of 

Trust Territories and to promote their progressive development towards self government or 

independence; 

� Principle VI of United Nations General Assembly Resolution 1541 of 1960, states that a Non-

Self Governing Territory can reach a full measure of self government by: (a) emergence as a 

sovereign independent state; (b) free association with an independent state; or (c) integration 

with an independent state; 

� The United States of America is a signatory of the Charter of the United Nations; 

� On August 1st, 1950 the Guam Organic Act was approved by Congress, this Act was written 

by the Dept. of the Navy without any input, or approval from the Chamorro people of Guam; 

� The Chamorro people do not enjoy full, equal rights, and protection as Constitutional Citizens 

of the United States, under the Organic Act of Guam; 

� The Chamorro people of Guam have had over one third of their island unconstitutionally 

condemned by the United States; 

� Chapter VIII "Equal Rights and Self Determination of Peoples" of the Conference on Security 

and Cooperation in Europe's "Helsinki Accord," delineates that participating states will 

respect the equal rights of peoples and their right to self determination, acting at all times in 

conformity with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations; 

� The United States of America is a signatory of the "Helsinki Accord"; 

� The Chamorro people of Guam have been exposed to radiation fall-out from atomic bomb 

tests conducted by the United States; 

� The Chamorro people of Guam where exposed to dichlorodiphenyl-trichloroethane (DDT) for 

over two decades by the United States; 

� The United States military's use, storage, and disposal of hazardous materials, toxins,  

� and contaminants within Guam without the free, prior and informed consent of the Chamorro 

people since World War II, including Agent Orange, Agent Purple, dioxins, heavy metals,  



 

 

 

 

� and Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs), continues to negatively affect Guam's people and land, 

and the effects of these hazardous materials, toxics, and contaminants within Guam remain 

undocumented, untreated, and unmitigated; 

� The incidences of cancer in the Chamorro people of Guam are far out of proportion to the 

incidences in non-contaminated areas, and nasopharyngeal cancer incidences far outweigh all 

other cancer incidences in Guam; 

� The combination of radiation exposure, chemical contamination, ecological destruction, and 

the uncontrolled introduction of invasive species of plants, insects, and animals has destroyed 

the Chamorro People of Guam's ability to sustain themselves through traditional means; 

� The formation of United States military installations and Federal preserves has restricted the 

rights of the Chamorro people from the harvesting of their natural resources; 

� Restrictions were placed on studying and perpetuating the history, culture, and language of 

the Chamorro people by the United States until Congress' enactment of the Organic Act in 

1950; 

� Prior to 1962, a security clearance, requiring approval from the United States appointed 

Governor of Guam, was needed to travel to and from the island of Guam; 

� Compacts of Free Association negotiated between the United States and the Federated States 

of Micronesia, the Republic of Palau, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands without Guam's 

participation or input have resulted in an overwhelming influx of immigrants to the island of 

Guam; 

� A complete and independent study of the true impact that the Compacts of Free Association 

have had on Guam's society and economy has never been conducted, resulting in the Federal 

Government providing far less in Compact Impact funding than actually needed, in the form of 

grants which do not compensate the additional local agency expenditures due to these 

compacts; 

� It is the intent of the Federal Government to undertake the largest military buildup in the 

history of the United States on the island of Guam without adequately addressing Guam's 

infrastructure needs as they relate to this endeavor; 

� Although the United States surrendered ownership of Guam upon ratification of the Charter 

of the United Nations, President George W. Bush recently ordered the establishment of the 

Marianas Trench National Monument. Thereby incorporating into the United States waters 

belonging to the Chamorro people. 

 

Mr. President, these are but a few of the wrongs which have been and continue to be unjustly 

perpetrated upon Chamorros. Yet, Guam continues to have the highest per capita military 

enlistment rate of any jurisdiction of the United States and we continue to pursue the American 

dream. Because, we are enamored with the principles of the Constitution of the United States of 

America, it is the American dream, the bond that holds the different races of peoples, that are the 

United States, together as one Union. It is our desire to be incorporated into that Union as a 

registered Native American Tribe. 

 

The Territorial Government of Guam is an instrument of the Organic Act and does not represent, 

or serve the Chamorro people. It represents the United States, serves itself, and is completely  

 



 

 

 

 

corrupted in all three tiers. This unconstitutional government has lost the trust and confidence of 

the people. We firmly believe that this corruption has been allowed to continue because it 

perpetuates the United States policy of benevolent assimilation. We implore you to change that 

policy, right the wrongs, and establish a new relationship with our people. One based on mutual 

respect; one which conforms to the Constitution of the United States of America. 

 

During these troubled times, as we watch our sons and daughters fight and die, side by side with 

other American servicemen and servicewomen; as we watch our island economy crumble with the 

rest of the worlds economies; as we tighten our belts for the long, hard road we face, I would like 

to thank you. Your words have given us some hope for the future of our race. Although we may 

not fully comprehend the full scope of what you face in your tenure as President, we are confident 

that should you follow the path of leading by example as Sen. Clinton so admirably stated at her 

Sec. State Confirmation Hearing, God will once again smile on the United States and the world 

will recover. 

 

Because of our renewed faith in the United States Government under your Administration it is our 

intent to pursue Federal Registration with your Department of Interior as a Native American 

Tribe. We pray that you might assist us with this quest to protect our race, our culture, and 

preserve our island for the generations to follow. Our prayers will also be with you Mr. President. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Frank J. Schacher 

Chairman Chamorro Tribe 

 

 
CC:        

The Honorable John G. Roberts, Jr., Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States of America 

The Honorable Robert Byrd,  President pro tem of the Senate 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House 

The Honorable Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior 

 

 


