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Dear Madam Secretary, 

 

 

The Chamorro Tribe is a State recognized Native American Tribe, seeking Federal Registration.  

We are in a very unique situation due to our geographical isolation.  Historically, the Chamorro 

people are some of the most patriotic in the United States and we have always whole-heartedly 

supported the needs of our Nation.  We endeavor to continue this tradition.  However, we have 

just been informed of a change of operational procedures regarding the Transportation Security 

Administration and Cargo Searching.  

 

Because of our geographical isolation, self sustainability is a very real issue with our people.  One 

of the most critical industries on our island is the Long Line Tuna Industry.  This industry 

provides jobs for tribal members, export revenues for the island and most importantly a stable 

reliable source of protein.  Following the Compact of Free Association with the Federated States 

of Micronesia, the inability of the State Department to enforce the Non-Competition Clause of 

that Compact resulted in a ninety percent (90% ) reduction of this vital industry.  With the current 

world financial status, the surviving participants of this industry are barely holding on. 

 

Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has informed the airlines of a new operational 

requirement which would mandate the physical inspection of fifty percent (50%) of the air 

shipment of fresh tuna to Japan commencing February 1, 2009.  This procedural policy would  

result in the complete destruction of this vital industry resulting in the loss of over 200 local jobs 

vitally needed revenues and a vital food source for my people. 



 

 

 

 

            

As you are probably aware fresh tuna is a highly perishable commodity, the value of which is 

determined by the freshness of the fish.  This freshness, and thus value is preserved by closely 

maintaining the proper temperature of the fish in all stages from catch to market, which is why it 

is air freighted to Japan.  By conducting physical inspections of the tuna boxes the fish would be 

exposed to the ambient temperature which would result in the loss of cold air within the 

containers and devaluate the product.   

 

The agents and boat owners involved in this industry are currently operating at break-even or with 

a slight loss.  Any additional losses would force the foreign long line vessels to seek another port.  

Is it the intent of the Obama Administration to preserve and create jobs or to destroy an industry 

vital to the self-sustainability of a Native American Peoples? 

 

While we continue to support the needs of our Nation this new procedure does not make sense.  

All of the cargo is air freighted to Japan by a known freight forwarder who has completed all 

TWIC requirements, this industry has been conducting business without incident for decades, and 

if it is really necessary for TSA personnel to visually inspect the cargo going to Japan they can do 

so by monitoring the off-loading and packing operations.   

 

While this may seem a trivial matter, we are a small island with limited industry and even more 

limited forms of self-sustainability.  Any assistance you could provide us in the preservation of this 

industry would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Our sincere congratulations on your appointment and our prayers that under your guidance, some 

of the useless bureaucracy and ineffectual policies may be corrected. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Frank J. Schacher 

Chamorro Tribal Chairman 

 

cc: Secretary of Interior 

 

 

 

 

 


